
Supporting Immigrant and Refugee Justice through Accompaniment, 
Material Support, and Public Witness 

 
 
1. Whereas, the Church is called to speak in society with both a prophetic and pastoral voice, bearing witness 
to God’s justice, mercy, and love in the public sphere; and 

2. Whereas, the 2025 Assembly approved the resolution A Response to Executive Order 14169, “Reevaluating 
and Realigning United States Foreign Aid,” directing the Oregon Synod Council to form a task force to engage 
in a listening season with organizing partners and subject matter experts—such as Lutheran Community 
Services Northwest—to identify and prioritize ongoing needs and continued support for immigration and 
disaster relief services within the Oregon Synod; and 

3. Whereas, the Assembly further directed that this task force prepare a second resolution with concrete 
action plans to be presented at the 2026 Synod Assembly; and 

4. Whereas, the task force affirms that the role of congregations and the Synod is not to “take over” the work 
of community organizations but to accompany, support, and amplify their efforts, offering moral clarity, 
material support, and a risk-bearing public presence; and 

5. Whereas, the Church is called to stand with the vulnerable and displaced, embodying compassion, 
hospitality, and justice for immigrant and refugee neighbors; therefore, be it 

6. Resolved, that congregations of the Oregon Synod are encouraged to prayerfully gather, discern and 
engage, as they feel led, in the following practices to support immigrant and refugee justice:  

 
A. Donate to Direct Support and Rapid Response 

a. Congregations are encouraged to contribute financially — without adding administrative 
burdens onto community partners, such as meetings, applications, or report backs— to one or 
more of the following mutual aid, sanctuary, direct support and/or rapid response 
organizations:: 

● Mutual aid and sanctuary funds: Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice (IMIrJ) 
● Rapid response and hotline/dispatcher systems: Portland Immigrant Rights Coalition 

(PIRC) 
● Direct support funds that provide immediate assistance to immigrant and refugee 

neighbors: Oregon Worker Relief Fund 

B. Practice Public Lament and Public Presence 
b. Congregations are encouraged to: 

● Host public lament services or rituals as acts of prayer, solidarity, and commitment to 
justice; and 



● Show up visibly and collectively at public actions supporting immigrant and refugee 
justice as a witness to the Gospel’s call for liberation and love. 

C. Become a Local Resource 
c. Congregations are encouraged to: 

● Inventory their tangible assets—building space, volunteers, meeting rooms, technology,  
kitchen facilities, parking lots, food pantries, and other material resources—and 

● Make these resources available, free of charge, to local organizations engaged in 
immigrant and refugee justice work with a spirit of  humility and generosity reflecting a 
posture of, “Here is what we have to offer.”   

7. Resolved, that the Oregon Synod Council: 

       A.    Proactively engage in public actions in visible solidarity with immigrant and refugee justice  
  movements; and 

 B.  Prepare and release a clear public statement that: 

● Condemns ongoing human rights violations against immigrants and refugees; 
● Affirms the sacred worth and dignity of immigrant and refugee neighbors; and 
● Names the Church’s commitment to moral clarity, spiritual grounding, and courageous 

public witness in response to injustice. 

 
Submitted by: Oregon Synod Task Force on Immigration and Disaster Relief: 
Alaide Vilchis Ibarra; Christie Bernklau Halvor; Pastor Emillie Binja; LaVeta Gilmore Jones. 

Initial Contact Person for Synod Leadership and Edits: Christie Bernklau Halvor, Spirit of Grace Lutheran 
Church (4christiebh@gmail.com)  

Contact Person for Synod Assembly: Pr. Emillie Binja, Creator Lutheran Church (pastor@creatorlutheran.org) 

Date Submitted: February 18, 2026 
 
Fiscal Note (if applicable): 
None anticipated beyond voluntary congregational and individual contributions. 
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