
Engaging Conflict for Growth: 
In Ourselves, Relationships, and Communities 

 
Conflict is normal and necessary in all relationships, 
including congregations, so why can it seem so hard or 
complicated?  How can we do our part to facilitate 
healthy and constructive conflict, while mitigating 
unhealthy and destructive conflict?  And how do we tell 
the difference? 
 
Join us on Zoom this spring! 
 
Pastors John and Joan Beck will guide us through this six week, 
on-line course in which we’ll approach conflict through three 
lenses: personal, biblical, and systemic.  Participants will leave 
with a set of practical tools for use in their own setting and 
relationships.  We'll draw lessons from and for conflict in 
personal, family, and community life, while emphasizing conflict 
in congregations. 
 
The course is designed with a Lutheran lens and inclusive heart; 
all are welcome.  Course participants and congregations are 
encouraged to donate, as they are able, on a sliding scale 
between $20-$160, but donations are not required to 
participate.  Register here. 
 
What would I be committing to? 
 

Active, authentic participation for six weeks.  We’ll be invited to 
engage in a brief activity between most class sessions, but we 
also understand if there is a week or two when outside-of-class 
preparation isn’t possible. 
 
The SALM and Lay Education Program 
 

The SALM and Lay Education Program is built on the 
foundational Lutheran value of an empowered and educated 
laity.  The lay education portion of the program is designed to 
facilitate lifelong learning for people serving in a variety of roles 
and congregations.  The program coordinator, Christie Bernklau 
Halvor, can be reached at learningtogether@oregonsynod.org 
and (503) 200-7862. 

 

Thursdays 
from 6:30-8pm 

(Pacific Time) 
 

 
 

April 13 
Managing Ourselves 
During Conflict 
 
April 20 
Systems Thinking and 
Conflict 
 
April 27 
Constructive Conflict is 
Normal and Necessary 
 
May 4 
Jesus’ Conflict 
Instructions (Matthew 
18:15-20) 
 
May 11 
Conflict and 
Congregational Norms 
 
May 18 
How Growth Through 
Failure Brings Change 

https://oregonsynodelca.givingfuel.com/salm-and-lay-education-program
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfomSE6-7YeCUV5OOEQLkp_sBKgwoqep-6fSiQ-2L4x4_ETFA/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://oregonsynod.org/index.php/about/salm_layeducation/
mailto:learningtogether@oregonsynod.org
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