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The Great Quake 
The Great Drowning

In the year 1700, on January 26, at 9:00 at 

night, in what is now northern California, 

Earthquake was running up and down the 

coast. His feet were heavy and when he ran

he shook the ground so much it sank down 

and the ocean poured in. “The earth would 

quake and quake again and quake again,” 

said the Yurok people. “And the water was 

flowing all over.” The people went to the top 

of a hill, wearing headbands of woodpecker 

feathers, so they could dance a jumping 

dance that would keep the earthquake 

away and return them to their normal lives. 

But then they looked down and saw the 

water covering their village and the whole 

coast; they knew they could never make the 

world right again.

Text from The Great Quake and the Great 
Drowning  by Ann Finkbeiner

https://www.hakaimagazine.com/features/great-quake-and-great-drowning/
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The Great Quake 
The Great Drowning

Here’s what geologists say: the earth-

quake ruptured North America’s Pacific 

Northwest coast for hundreds of kilo-

meters, from northern California, through 

Oregon and Washington, to southern 

Vancouver Island. Along this coast, the 

Juan de Fuca plate was pushing under the 

larger North American plate, had gotten 

stuck—locked—but kept pushing until it 

released, abruptly and violently. The 

earthquake that resulted was probably a 

magnitude 9, about as big as earthquakes 

get. The coast dropped by as much as two 

meters, and a tsunami brought floods 

more than 300 meters inland.

The Great Quake The 
Great Drowning

All aong the Pacific coast—from the Yurok 

and Tolowa in northern California ,the Tilla-

mook in Oregon, to the Nuu-chah-nulthon in 

Vancouver Island—are stories of Earthquake, 

Thunderbird and Whale, or the mountain 

dwarfs and their earthquake drum. Tribes on 

Vancouver Island, southern British Columbia, 

and Washington each had stories about the 

earth shaking so violently that no one could 

stand, or the houses falling apart, or rock-

slides coming out of the mountains and 

burying villages. Some told stories of the 

ocean receding suddenly, then flooding 

back powerfully and killing many, many 

people.
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The Great Quake 
The Great Drowning

On Vancouver Island, the Nuu-chah-

nulth people told tales of mountain 

dwarves inviting a person to dance 

around their drum. When the person 

accidentally kicked the drum, he got 

earthquake foot and his steps set off 

vast tremors. 
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“A prudent person foresees 

danger and takes precautions.

The simpleton goes blindly on 

and suffers the consequences.”

Proverbs 22:3 [New Living Translation]
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